
���������	

        ?

Where did these three men live, and what did they do? 

1

Robert Owen
Museum,
Newtown, PowysSee if you can fill in the names

of these people in this family
tree as you fill in the other
sheets around the museum

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Born . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Died . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Name  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Relationship to Robert Owen 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

married



What’s the connection?
Join up the two things, one in each column, which match.

Robert Owen was born in Newtown in
…….   (date)

Robert is a pupil teacher at school in
Newtown.

At 9 years old, Robert has a full time job.
He works in a 

……………………….. shop.

In 1789, Robert sets up a business with a
fellow Welshman in Manchester. By the
time he is 20, he  is running a cotton mill
with …….  employees

Robert Owen meets John Dalton, a
famous chemist, in 1793.
At the age of 22, he is invited to join the
Manchester Literary and Philosophical
society

Already working with
textiles, Robert then
moves to Lincolnshire to
work in a draper’s shop. 

Robert Owen meets Dr Percival— a
pioneer in public health reform. In
……….. he is asked to join the
Manchester Board of Health committee
to represent the textile industry. 

1778
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When did Robert Owen move to
New Lanark in Scotland? 

1799            1812          1804 ? 
(circle the right answers on this
sheet)

  How many workers were employed here? 

500 1000
 
                  up to 2000

How many of the workers were children?   300 500 800

Where had many of the children come from?  

Glasgow workhouses   Manchester

How did Robert Owen win the trust of the workers in 1806? 

Eventually, Robert Owen improved the working conditions. 

* Children were not employed if they were under:  12 10 14

* But it took until    1816 1812 1805     for the 12 hour day to replace the
14 hour day. He could not get his wish of the ……. hour day. 

· The company store, opened by David Dale, helped the families because the
profits were used to run a: 

health centre school minibus

· If your silent monitor showed white your work was:

  good bad    excellent 
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The New Lanark School
Why did most children not go to school?  …………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………...

What did children do at New Lanark
School that was different from other
schools? 

What else was different about this room? In 1816, the Institute for 

the ……………..…….of 

 …………………..was
opened. It was not only used
as a school, but also in the
evenings by………………..

Robert Owen’s ideas were too liberal—far
ahead of their time—even for his partners at
New Lanark, which was already an
outstanding success in social reform. In
1824, he heard that Harmony in the USA
was for sale. It cost him: 
      £30,000     £12,000    £20,000
Remember that the cost of housing has
gone up many times since then because of
inflation. He wanted to make it into a 
communist       cooperative   
Christian                                 community

What had happened by 1828? 
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Robert Owen returned home a poor man, having sold his shares in  …….
……….. to finance   ….….  ……………..   But the trade union movement was
growing and a number of cooperative shops and workshops had opened. 

Who was now listening to his ideas in 1830? 
 working class     upper class   middle class

Match up the correct boxes, one in each column, with a connecting line. 

National Equitable Labour
Exchange in London

1834: Grand Consolidated Trades
Union formed 

This eventually becomes the
modern Cooperative
 movement. 

They became known as the
Tolpuddle Martyrs—sentenced to
7 years transportation to Australia.

The government arrested six
agricultural workers from Dorset,
who had joined a union  to make an
example of them.

Goods are valued according to the
time they took to make. Labour
notes, valued in hours, are used in
the exchange of goods.

1844: Owen’s ideas did not die. The
Rochdale Pioneers start a
cooperative venture in Lancashire

Half a million members within a
week.
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Newtown at the time of Robert Owen 

What has happened to the building in the
middle of the street? 

What is the building with the porch sticking
out on the left? 

Look at this picture in the
museum of Newtown’s
Broad Street. 
List 8 things which are
different from today

When did Robert Owen die? …………………

Where did he die? …………………………….

And where was he buried? ……………….…..

Read the end of Board 11. Write down 3
lasting things that Owen achieved

Newtown has changed! This
picture of old Newtown
shows the original bridge.
Write down four changes,
including the flood defences. 
………………………………

………………………………
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